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I.

Executive Summary

Rocksbury Township has developed in response to the changing needs
of agriculture, business, and new residents. Agriculture was
established as the primary Township land use in the early part of
the century, but most residents are now employed in other
occupations. The Township has avoided the dramatic population loss
typical of many rural townships by providing a rural living option
for workers employed in Thief River Falls and nearby communities.
Recent urban growth in Thief River Falls has spilled out into the
Township, creating concerns about annexation, commercial
development, conflicts with agriculture, and what type of housing
options new Township residents may prefer.
Based on an examination of these trends, Rocksbury Township has
established the following goals and policies to serve as a guide
for Township development:
Goal
“Maintain the high quality rural and agricultural environment of
Rocksbury Township while providing room for new housing growth and
emerging residential preferences”.
Policies
Township Growth - The Township supports the ability of residents
and landowners to use, develop, or preserve their property within
the limits of Federal, State, County, and Township regulations.
Agriculture - The Township supports the maintenance of a healthy
agricultural sector, including animal based farming and provisions
for both large scale and hobby farming.
City Growth - The Township supports the ability of Thief River
Falls or St. Hilaire to secure property for urban growth where city
sewer, water, and streets are provided.
Residential Development - The Township encourages new residential
development to locate in compatible areas.
Natural Areas, Wildlife, and Recreational Areas - The Township
encourages the maintenance of existing natural, wildlife and
recreational areas, including the preservation of public parks.
Good Neighbors - The Township encourages residents to be good
neighbors.
(Additional details on Development Policies found on Page 26.)
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II. Background Information

1.

Development Principles

The primary purpose of the Rocksbury Township Development Plan is
to guide the future physical development of the township in terms
of land use. The plan is intended to reflect the desires of the
township's citizens as a whole in terms of growth and land use
regulation. The following development principles were defined by
the township board at the start of the planning process:
1.

Property Rights - Reduce the possibility of conflicting
land uses by balancing the rights of property owners to
be protected from intrusive land use with the rights of
property owners to use their land to its maximum
potential.

2.

Quality of Living - Protect the quality of living and the
natural resources of the Township.

3.

Agriculture and Growth - Insure the on-going future of
farming alongside continued residential growth.

4.

Joint Planning - Support orderly development by
maintaining a joint planning process with the City of
Thief River Falls.

5.

Minimize Development Costs - Minimize the cost of new
development and growth in terms of public facilities
provided by the township, other units of government and
private utilities.

6.

Least Restrictive Approach - The least restrictive
approach to solving conflicts should be the preferred
approach.

The Rocksbury Township Plan sets the overall direction for township
growth with the intent of balancing the benefits of growth with the
costs of that growth. The Plan will be used as the foundation for
fair and consistent decision making and policy development by the
Township.
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2. Township History
Governance
The first settlers in Northwestern Minnesota were the Dakota Sioux,
very well established by the late 1600's. Around 1770, a change
had taken place, and the Chippewa were considered the dominant
tribe in northern and central Minnesota. This included the area
now known as Pennington County. A number of European nations such
as Great Britain and France also laid claim to it during various
periods in history. This view was unlike the local Native
Americans, who viewed the land as something that was unable to be
owned.
The Northwest Ordinance was passed on July 13, 1787 by the
Continental Congress under the Articles of Confederation. This act
was argued by some as the greatest piece of legislation passed by
the Continental Congress other than the Declaration of
Independence. This established the precedents by which the United
States would expand by admitting new states rather than expanding
existing ones. The primary effect was the Northwest Territory
establishment, the first organized territory of the United States.
It was located in the Great Lakes region, north and west of the
Ohio River. Reaffirmation by Congress under the Constitution took
place on August 7, 1789 with only slight alterations.
Minnesota was designated as a territory on March 3, 1849. On May
11, 1858, it became the thirty-second state to enter the Union. A
portion of northwest Minnesota that contained Pennington County was
not and official part of Minnesota at the time this designation.
The Ojibwa (Chippewa) ceded their remaining land, which included
northwest Minnesota, through treaties in 1863, 1864 and 1867.
allowing formalization of the current state boundaries.
Minnesota is divided into eighty-seven counties. The first was
established in 1849, and the last in 1922. Pennington County was
established on November 23, 1910. It was named in honor of Edmund
Pennington. Born in La Salle, Ill., he eventually relocated to
Minneapolis and worked his way up to the position of President of
the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad (Soo Line).
The land in Pennington County was included in Red Lake County from
1896 to 1910 and both were included in Polk County from 1858 to
1896.
Townships were originally established as part of the Northwest
Ordinance mentioned above. This form of government is a carryover
from Europe; a method of building the state by dividing land areas
into thirty-six square mile units. Evolutions have occurred, and
the physical size no longer is limited, but instead can be changed
due to merges, city annexations and the organization of new/smaller
townships in areas of dense population. There are twenty-one
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townships in Pennington County, resulting from a combination of
Article twelve, Section three of the state constitution and
Minnesota Statute Chapter 379, which currently governs the creation
of new townships.
Township powers are derived from Minnesota Statute Chapters 365368. A board of supervisors represents the governing body. They
are elected on a staggered basis. Residents play an important role
in the decision making process, especially by participating in the
annual meeting. Other methods that townships use to provide
information to the public is by providing access via reasonable
request, coming to meetings (which are subject to the Minnesota
Open Meeting Law) and reading the minutes that are recorded during
all proceedings. Ordinances adopted are also published in a
newspaper so that proper notice of new regulations is given.
Many services are offered by townships. According to the Minnesota
Association of Townships, approximately forty-seven percent of the
roads in Minnesota are under control of townships. Almost all
townships provide emergency services coverage and/or participate
in a joint agreement with surrounding cities and townships. Some
have public land or parks that are used for recreational purposes.
Cemeteries are also maintained.
According to a 2000 report done by the Minnesota State Auditor’s
Office, local property taxes are the largest source of township
revenues. Other revenues may include state grants, county/local
grants, special assessments, interest on savings, service charges
license/permit fees and federal grants. The same report shows that
road/bridge expenditures are the largest expense for townships,
followed by general government expenses, fire protection services,
debt payments, water/wastewater services and public safety.
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Source - PCHS (Rocksbury Township Plat. Map -1909
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Source PCHS (Rocksbury Township Plat. Map - 1911)
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III. Past Development Patterns
Township Population
The population in Rocksbury Township has been fairly stable in
recent decades, except the 1970's, as documented in the graph
below. A sharp incline in the 1970's can be partially attributed
to job growth in Thief River Falls.

Source: US Census (2004 census values are estimations)
County Population
In general, the population trends in Pennington County are similar
to Rocksbury Township. A population increase can be seen from 1960
to 1980. This is presumably because of the growth in Thief River
Falls and the surrounding area becoming noted as a regional trade
center. Pennington County is project to grow by approximately
1,000 persons over the next few decades.
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Northwest Minnesota Population
Population trends in the seven counties in Northwest Minnesota show
a very different pattern from the township and county. As seen in
the graph below, Northwest Minnesota has experienced long term
population loss, with projections for some future growth.

Thief River Falls Area Population
Townships near Thief River Falls tend to show higher concentrations
of populations, as seen below.
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Thief River Falls Area Population (cont.)
Rocksbury Township has the largest population when compared solely
with other townships in Pennington County. When cities are added
to the comparison, it is the second highest population after Thief
River Falls.

Townships near Thief River Falls tend to be affected more by growth
trends in the City, although there appears to be some effect
through out the County. Overall, it seems likely all the townships
were affected by rural, agriculture related population loss in past
decades, and there were varying population effects created by job
growth or loss in Thief River Falls. Population projections for
the future assume the agricultural related population loss is at an
end.
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Age
The median age is 37.8 years. Median Age in other counties in the
area range from 35.4 to 42.9.
Age breakdowns are listed below.
Population age is important because it documents what services are
necessary in an area. A young population has different needs than
a middle aged or elderly population, including recreation,
transportation, economic opportunities and emergency services.
These needs must be met to ensure a continuation of the population
increase currently seen in Pennington County.
Age
Under 5 years

Percent
6.5

5 to 9 years
10 to 14 years
15 to 19 years
20 to 24 years
25 to 34 years
35 to 44 years
45 to 54 years
55 to 59 years
60 to 64 years
65 to 74 years
75 to 84 years
85 years and over

7.5
9.0
9.0
5.4
8.9
17.0
16.1
7.1
3.9
6.1
3.1
0.5

Source: US Census, 2000
Township and County Housing
Seventy eight and a half percent of Households in Rocksbury
Township, are family households. This is also a potential
indicator for growth, as almost half of these family groups (36.6%)
have children that are under eighteen years of age. Other nonfamily households that are represented in the township include
householders living alone (16.5%). Six percent of this population
are people at or over the age of sixty-five.
Persons per household is calculated when the total population is
divided by the number of housing units available. It is an
extremely important calculation, as land usage, types of housing
built and community needs/services are all partially affected.
Both Rocksbury Township and Pennington County have seen a reduction
in the people per household calculations. This means that housing
availability in the township has increased during the period when
population has decreased. This is fairly typical in the United
States, as many people are staying single longer, not having as
many children, and have a higher chance for divorce or separation.
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Source: Census Data 2000
The total housing units in Rocksbury Township mirrors the
population trend seen in Pennington County and Rocksbury Township.
There is an increase seen in the 1970's followed by a period of
relative stability (marked with minor increases/decreases). As
documented below, housing levels in Rocksbury Township have been on
a plateau since the 1980's.

Source: Census Data 2000
There was a housing explosion in Rocksbury Township that went from
the mid 1960's until the mid 1970's. Many houses were constructed,
in fact the highest level of houses built from the 1930's until
present day is from this time period. The high housing levels also
coincide with the population growth seen in the township during the
1970's and documented above.
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Source: Census Data 2000
There is not an abundance of rental property in Rocksbury Township.
According to the 2000 Census, only 7.9% of all inhabited housing
units were renter-occupied (as compared to 33.6% in Thief River
Falls). Housing values are higher (percentage-wise) in Rocksbury
Township than in Thief River Falls as supported in the subsequent
graph. The median price of a home is $104,300 as compared to
$59,800 in Thief River Falls.
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County Economic Trends
The following graph illustrates all the potential industry
categories that employ people in Rocksbury Township. The
manufacturing, retail trade and educational/health/social services
categories employ the majority of people in the township, due
mainly to the close proximity of Thief River Falls.
Occupations In Rocksbury Township
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale trade
Retail trade
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities
Information
Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and leasing
Professional, scientific, management, administrative, and waste
management services
Educational, health and social services
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation and food services
Other services (except public administration)
Public administration

Percent
4.2
4.6
19.6
5.1
16.6
6.7
1.4
3.9
1.6
20.5
10
3.5
2.5

Source: 2000 Census
This graph shows various labor market information for Rocksbury
Township and compares it to Thief River Falls and Pennington
County. It is interesting to note that the majority of industries
in the township are private. Only one industry out of the
seventeen listed in the average number of institutions had state
government ownership.
Industries In Rocksbury
Township
All Industries
Goods-Producing Domain
Service-Providing Domain

Ownership

Gov't,
Private
Private
Gov't,
Private

Avg. # of
Avg # of
Avg.
Total
Institutions Employees Weekly
Wages
Wage
17
54
$396
$1,107,476
6
11

12
42

$445
$382

$283,550
$823,926

Source: 2004 DEED QCEW

Rocksbury Township is increasing within the local labor market. In
2000, the same source lists only an average number of twelve
institutions, which includes eleven private industries and on state
government owned industry. The average weekly wage was only $195
dollars, and the average number of employees was thirty-three. The
total wages listed were $337,889.
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Industries In Thief
Avg. # of
River Falls
Institutions
All Industries 17
Federal Gov't
All Industries - State
11
Gov't
All Industries 321
Private Ownership
Source: 2004 DEED QCEW
Industries In
Pennington County

Avg # of
Employees
78

Avg. Weekly
Wage
$809

Total Wages
$3,293,152

280

$862

$12,547,222

6,253

$572

$185,864,497

Avg. # of
Institutions

Avg # of
Employees

49

1,564

$592

$48,157,875

17

78

$809

$3,293,152

13

281

$862

$12,599,259

19

1,205

$515

$32,265,464

392

6,632

$568

$195,981,330

All Industries - Gov't
Ownership
All Industries Federal Gov't
All Industries - State
Gov't
All Industries - Local
Gov't
All Industries Private Ownership

Avg. Weekly
Wage

Total Wages

Source: 2004 DEED QCEW

While agriculture does not employ a high percentage of people
within the township, it is the major use of land and a big
contributor to the economy. The number of farms in Pennington
County is increasing, according to the US Census of Agriculture.
In 2002, the county was recorded to have 610 total farms,
increasing from a recorded 528 in 1997 and a 480 in 1992. A major
decline was seen between 1987 and 1992 where 105 farms were lost
(count of 585). The number of large and small farms has been
increasing, as seen in the graph below.

Source: US Census of Agriculture
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County Economic Trends/Agriculture (Cont.)
The agricultural industry has seen much fluxuation in past years,
stemming partially from it’s dependence upon the natural
environment. Weather in particular is uncontrollable, and planted
crops are at it’s mercy. Heavy rainstorms, hail and droughts can
cause inadequate growing conditions that have a potential to
decrease or eliminate yearly agricultural income. Factors such as
crop prices, yields and international demand can make or break a
growing season.
The graph below lists some additional difficulties that Pennington
County farmers have been facing. The market value of equipment &
machinery that is essential in the growing and harvesting has seen
a steady increase in recent years, while the market value of
agricultural products sold has been in a decrease since 1992.

Source: US Census of Agriculture
County Economic Trends/Employment
Pennington County employment statistics show that the total numbers
of employed people have been rising with each successive year with
only one marginal decrease in 2002. The total labor force
available has seen an increase every year.
The charts on the next page outline these trends.
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County Economic Trends/Employment (Cont.)

Date

Penn.
Co.
Labor
Force
Sep-05
8,430
Aug-05
8,388
Jul-05
8,439
Jun-05
8,674
May-05
8,445
Apr-05
8,596
Mar-05
7,936
Feb-05
7,856
Jan-05
7,912
2004 Avg.
8,322
2003 Avg.
8,143
2002 Avg.
8,007
2001 Avg.
7,953
Source: DEED

Penn.
Unemployed
Penn. Co
Co.
Unemployment
Employed
Rate
8,159
8,124
8,109
8,337
8,086
7,981
7,219
7,159
7,150
7,783
7,648
7,535
7,543

271
264
330
337
359
615
717
697
762
539
495
472
410

3.20%
3.10%
3.90%
3.90%
4.30%
7.20%
9.00%
8.90%
9.60%
6.50%
6.10%
5.90%
5.20%

Minnesota
US
Unemployment Unemployment
Rate
Rate
3.60%
3.40%
3.40%
3.90%
3.80%
4.10%
5.00%
4.70%
5.20%
4.70%
4.90%
4.60%
3.90%

4.80%
4.90%
5.20%
5.20%
4.90%
4.90%
5.40%
5.80%
5.70%
5.60%
6.00%
5.80%
4.70%

Unemployment has wavered, seeing increases and decreases within
Pennington County. Comparisons show that although the percentage
of employment has been low in recent months, Pennington County’s
unemployment rate is characteristically higher than the rates seen
in Northwest Minnesota. This same pattern is echoed during
comparisons to the Minnesota and the United States unemployment
rates.

Date

Sep-05
Aug-05
Jul-05
Jun-05
May-05
Apr-05
Mar-05
Feb-05
Jan-05
2004 Avg.
2003 Avg.
2002 Avg.
2001 Avg.

NW MN
Labor
Force
297,710
300,028
302,265
308,403
302,254
299,392
293,342
290,883
291,554
295,836
292,933
289,051
283,346

NW MN
NW MN
NW Minnesota
Employed Unemployed Unemployment
Rate
287,176
10,534
3.50%
289,557
10,471
3.50%
291,373
10,892
3.60%
295,523
12,880
4.20%
289,610
12,644
4.20%
284,053
15,339
5.10%
273,623
19,719
6.70%
271,589
19,294
6.60%
270,263
21,291
7.30%
280,242
15,594
5.30%
276,890
16,043
5.50%
274,175
14,876
5.20%
269,963
13,383
4.70%
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Minnesota
US
Unemployment Unemployment
Rate
Rate
3.60%
4.80%
3.40%
4.90%
3.40%
5.20%
3.90%
5.20%
3.80%
4.90%
4.10%
4.90%
5.00%
5.40%
4.70%
5.80%
5.20%
5.70%
4.70%
5.60%
4.90%
6.00%
4.60%
5.80%
3.90%
4.70%

County Economic Trends (Cont.)
The 2000 Census shows that 72.5% of the population in Rocksbury
Township that is aged sixteen and over is considered part of the
labor force. 69.1% out of the 72.2% is employed. Three percent is
unemployed and a separate 0.4% is enrolled in the armed forces.
Summary
Past development trends outlined in this section portray the
Township as a mix of farming and medium density housing
developments. There is very little undeveloped land in the
Township. The economic base of the Township consists of farming
and easy access to the job base in Thief River Falls. Past trends
such as ag related population loss and declining persons per
household seem unlikely to affect the future of the Township.
Economic trends in Thief River Falls have had a significant impact
in the Township, both positive and negative, but mostly positive in
terms of population growth. The value of housing in the Township
is much higher then the City, reflecting a construction boom in the
1970's which doubled the population of the Township.
It seems likely there will be on-going job growth in Thief River
Falls, which is likely to affect the Township in many ways. There
are a number of forces affecting farm size, indicating the
possibility of larger full time farms and more small hobby farms.
The township has been very stable over the past few decades in
terms of both housing and population; the there have been a minimum
number of land use conflicts or development issues.
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IV. Development Issues
Discussions with Township officials, residents in the Township, and
representatives of various interests in the County support the
implications of statistical information in the previous section.
Their representatives are also able to provide additional in-sights
on how past and future development trends affect the township.
The following is a summary of some of the trends, issues, and
challenges as reflected in data and observations:
Population Growth - It is likely the Township will experience new
growth pressure related to job expansions in Thief River Falls.
Employers and the City are currently engaged in a strong push to
create additional housing opportunities at all income levels. This
push is related to what is being described as a labor shortage.
Discussions about employment growth usually start at two thousand
new jobs in the next five years; and higher numbers are often
quoted. Thief River Falls employers have indicated the lack of
suitable housing may be an obstacle to their future ability to
expand or maintain operations in the area. Employers have also
indicated that many employees prefer living in small towns or rural
areas, and that the availability of these housing options will help
in attracting the needed workers.
Changing Agriculture - Changes in agriculture in the future are
less likely to affect population, but are very likely to affect
land use. Larger and smaller farms, including more hobby farms may
increase the possibility of conflicts with non-farm residents.
There is some animal based agriculture in the Township, but the
location and size of the operations seems to have helped avoid
extensive conflicts or complaints.
City Housing - Thief River Falls has run out of space for urban
density housing with city sewer, water, and streets. The City has
annexed land in the township for it’s most recent development and
is discussing the need to annex additional land. This same
pressure may create a new interest in more housing development in
the Township, possibly including high density housing.
High Density Housing - There are a number of existing higher
density housing areas in the Township including the traditional
“trailer parks” and homes on smaller lots. Most of this is very
near Thief River Falls and most of the new high density homes built
in the past few years have been in or adjacent to existing
developments. Some of the developments near Thief River Falls
could be considered urban in nature and resemble city neighborhoods
with large lots.
Regulations - New regulations related to shoreland, wetlands, and
septic systems, on top of existing zoning ordinances, have created
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additional complications related to new construction. Areas of the
Township within the two mile zoning authority of Thief River Falls
are governed by both the City and the Township. There has been an
increasing number of cases where enforcement of state, county,
city, and township regulation has created confusion , often with
property owner doing themselves harm. Township officers, as
volunteers, are not always able to keep track of new developments
or provide guidance on construction issues.
Living in the Country - Living in the country on a large lot away
from other residents has been attractive to township residents in
the past; but this is also a more difficult and expensive option.
Rural landowners, especially farmers, are often reluctant to sell
property, creating additional obstacles. It seems likely there
will be on-going interest in township style living; but the more
urban orientation of younger workers may lessen the attractiveness,
for large lot developments.
Other rural areas near regional growth centers have seen a new
trend towards a small number of very large lot with more expensive
homes. There has been some of this type of development in the
Township and there is a possibility it may also continue. In some
cases this may involve the purchase of enough acres to ensure
privacy and the rental of the remaining land for farm purposes.
Commercial Development - Growth pressures and the decreasing
availability of space in Thief River Falls has also increased the
likelihood of new or expanded commercial activities in the
Township. Space along Highways 32 and 59 and the Airport Road are
prime candidates for this type of activity. Businesses may also be
attracted to the lack of city taxes and regulation. There have
been some issues with unattractive business developments and the
number of billboards going up along the state highways.
Wildlife/Natural Areas Preservation - There is very little
undeveloped land in the township or land that would be considered a
natural or wildlife area. The high quality drainage and soils have
resulted in a very large percent of the land being used for
agriculture. A few park areas were created as part of existing
housing developments and there has been some pressure to convert
these areas to housing use.
There are a number of areas along the Red Lake River that could be
attractive to new developments or individuals looking for the
highest quality natural surroundings in the Township. Much of this
land is used for pasture and the current owners could be interested
in selling at higher price levels. A large majority of the noncultivated river land is on the east side of the Red Lake River
There are large natural and wildlife areas in other townships
around Thief River Falls; and those areas have attracted residents
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interested in hunting, hiking, or other nature based activities
which require large grassland or forested areas. There are plans
for additional developments near the natural areas outside
Rocksbury Township, and this may lure most of the residents
interested in this type of area away from Rocksbury Township.
Roads and Infrastructure - The Township has a well developed road
system including Highway 32, which runs the length of the Township
on a north-south route, Highway 59 which cuts across the northeast
corner of the Township, and County Road , a paved road, also runs
the length of the Township on the east side of the Red Lake River.
The remainder of the Township has a system of gravel roads which
provide access to every section of land. Most section lines in the
Township provide road access, in many cases primarily as
agricultural service roads. Some Township roads serve higher
density housing developments and have a significant number of
access roads connected to single family homes or farms. There have
been some questions about the township providing additional road
access to new housing and some cases where the ownership or
maintenance responsibility for a road has come into question.
Airport - The Thief River Falls Airport falls entirely in the
Township. The Airport recently completed an expansion to include a
cross-wind runway which routes some flight on different routes in
certain weather conditions. There is some housing development near
the Airport and there is some concern housing development too near
the Airport will result in noise complaints. Housing or other
development is not allowed in the airport clearance zone, but there
have also been some questions about the exact location of the zone
or how the zone affects existing housing.
Nuisances and Enforcement - There have been an increasing number of
cases where the lack of enforcement or the lack of clarity
concerning zoning or other ordinances has caused conflict and
concern. Examples include construction completed without a
building permit, construction in violation of shoreland ordinances,
problems with dogs running loose, difficulties related to road
maintenance responsibility, messy residences and businesses, and
misunderstandings related to billboards and signs near or on the
road right-of-way. Some of these issues are complicated by issues
related to joint zoning by Thief River Falls and the Township or
questions about how ordinances are enforced, including both
Township and County.
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V.

Development Policies

The following development policies have been established to address
the development principles initially set out by the Township Board
and the development issues identified in the preceding sections:
Policies
Township Growth - The Township supports the ability of residents
and landowners to use, develop, or preserve their property within
the limits of Federal, State, County, and Township regulations.
The Township does not promote or discourage population growth or
the use of land for new purposes, and will support orderly
development initiated by landowners, through the maintenance of
roads, enforcement of ordinances, and other roles appropriate to a
rural township. The Township does not support the addition of new
roads or township infrastructure for new residents or businesses.
Agriculture - The Township supports the maintenance of a healthy
agricultural sector, including animal based farming and provisions
for large scale and hobby farming.
The Township discourages the
expansion or modification of agricultural uses which would create
clear conflicts with existing land uses, which are intended to
prevent the logical expansion of those uses, or which are likely to
create a backlash against agricultural uses. Hobby Farms - The
Township discourages the development of hobby farms, especially
those involving farm animals, which are likely to affect the
livability of high density residential areas.
City Growth - The Township supports the ability of Thief River
Falls or St. Hilaire to secure property for urban growth where city
sewer, water, and streets are provided, provided the expansions are
in keeping with Township growth patterns. The Township discourages
the creation of rural style, low density development in areas near
existing City or Township high density developments; especially
when the new development would prevent or inhibit the orderly
expansion of existing high density areas which are needed to
address the preferences of new City and Township residents and
workers.
Residential Development - The Township encourages new residential
development to locate in compatible areas and/or to follow best
management practices directed towards decreasing the impacts on
commercial farming or other existing residential development.
Natural Areas, Wildlife, and Recreational Areas - The Township
encourages the maintenance of existing natural, wildlife and
recreational areas, including the preservation of public parks.
The City discourages development along the Red Lake River which
fails to adequately address shoreland ordinances, water quality
concerns, or preserving the high quality of the natural
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environment.
Good Neighbors - The Township encourages residents to be good
neighbors by locating new development near compatible uses,
maintaining their property, avoiding the accumulation of junk or
unsightly buildings, incorporating landscaping and other means to
maintain the space and isolation which attracts residents to rural
areas, controlling or locating domestic and farm animals to avoid
threats to the safety or comfort of others, and avoiding the
placement of signs, commercial, or personal exhibitions in a manner
or location which is offensive to others or which is greatly out of
character to an area.
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VI. Planning Process
The Rocksbury Township Development Plan was completed in December
of 2008 as a result of a planning process which was put into motion
by the Township Board. The following is a summary of the steps
involved in that process:
1.
Decision to Start - The Township Board made the decision
to enter into the planning process in November of 2005.
2.
Professional Services - The Township entered into an
agreement with the Northwest Regional Development Commission
in December of 2005 to assist with the completion of a
township development plan and the related revisions of
township ordinances. This contract was to operate in
conjunction with the legal advise of the township attorney,
Paul Ihle.
3.
Planning Committee - The Township Board served as the
Planning Committee during the process. The Board provided
initial guidance for a draft plan which was presented to
township residents. The Committee sought input from township
residents during the planning process when clarifications were
necessary.
4.
Draft Plan - The draft plan was completed in_December of
2008 and presented to the Township Board and County Attorney
for initial review.
5.
Public Hearing - A final public hearing on the plan was
held in May of 2009___________.
6.
Final Plan - Final Plan was approved by the Board in June
of 2009. ________.
7.
Revision of Ordinances - The Planning Committee entered
into the process of updating the zoning ordinances of the
Township following adoption of the draft township development
plan.
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Rocksbury Township Plan

